To,
Director General
Mr. V. Madhu Kumar
Economic Offence Wing
EOW Bhawan, 42 Arera Hills
Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh
26 July 2018

Sub: Misutilisation of funds meant to provide Yoga to Bhopal gas
victims

Dear Sir,

This is Rachna Dhingra and | work with the survivors of the 1984 Union Carbide
disaster in Bhopal. | would like to bring to your attention a serious issues of
misutilisation of funds meant to provide social rehabilitation to Bhopal gas
victims.

Brief History
In 2010, Ministry of Chemicals & Fertilisers, Govt of India sanctioned Rs 3.6

crores to build Yoga Centres in 36 gas affected areas under the guise of
providing social rehabilitation to the Bhopal gas victims. The 2008 plan of action
sent by Dept of Bhopal Gas Tragedy Relief & Rehabilitation (BGTRR),
Government of MP states “Looking into the disease pattern of gas victims
there will be great help through Yoga practice. In future of this program
may help in reducing medicine expenditure. The Department proposed to
develop Yoga Centers in all gas affected wards. So 36 Yoga centers will be
developed where Yoga trainer will be employed” (Annexure 1)

36 Yoga Centers Proposed; Only 7 built

In 2011, minister of Bhopal Gas Tragedy Relief & Rehabilitation wrote a letter to
the Chairman of Group of Ministers on Bhopal that instead of 36 yoga centers, 7
yoga centers will be constructed in gas affected areas. There is no proof that
any approval by the Group of Ministers on Bhopal was granted to change the no
of yoga centers. (Annexure 2)

In 2012, 7 Yoga Centers were constructed and 2 of them were constructed in
areas where hardly any gas victims reside. The locations are as follows:

S.No Yoga Centre Area Affected/Non Affected
1 Chouksay Nagar Gas Affected Area

2 Vajpaye Nagar Non Gas Affected Area

3 Shabri Nagar Non Gas Affected Area

4 Dwarka Nagar Gas Affected Area

5 Central Library Gas Affected Area

6 Karondh, Housing Board Colony Gas Affected Area

7 Shahanshah Garde Gas Affected Area

Transfer of Yoga Centres to other Departments without consent
Once the yoga centres were constructed, BGTRR had no plans in place to make
these centres functional. In 2012 all of these Yoga Centers were transferred to




Bhopal Municipal Corporation. The survivors groups objected to the transfer
because it is the duty of the BGTRR to provide yoga in these centers by hiring a
Yoga trainer and they were just transferring their responsibility to another
department. Again this was a unilateral decision of BGTRR to transfer these
centres and Ministry of Chemicals & Fertilisers was not even consulted on this
decision. BMC could not run these yoga centres and rightly so it is not their
mandate to do so. In Feb 2016 these centres were transferred to Dept of
Culture, Govt of Madhya Pradesh. (Annexure 3 & 4). In June 2018 a letter was
sent by the BGTRR to the Cultural Department asking how many gas victims
have benefited from Yoga. The fact is that no gas victim has benefited from
Yoga as BGTRR has no will or desire to run these centres because the main goal
was to earn commission from construction of these centres and not to benefit
gas victims. In the original proposal BGTRR had never stated that it will transfer
these centres once they are built but they stated they will hire a Yoga trainer.
This is a classic case of misappropropriateon and misutlisation of funds meant to
provide rehabilitation to gas victims.

Current status of Yoga Centers: (As of 19 June 2018)

S.No

Yoga Centre

Use of Center

Central Library

Hall used as Worker State Insurance
Nagar Nigam office for Ward 22
Wedding receptions

2 Vajpaye Nagar Mr. Surender Mishra, full time RSS worker teaches Yoga
for an hour. No gas victim lives near this area
3 Shahanshah Garden | Primary Health Center of Health Department.
4 Dwarka Nagar Wedding reception hall
5 Shabri Nagar, Wedding reception hall
Raslakhedi
6 Karondh, Housing Govt College in operation
Board Colony
7 Chouksay Nagar Official from Patanjali Yogpeeth comes to teach Yoga

and illegal occupation in the premises

As you can see the pathetic condition of Yoga centers meant to improve the
medical condition of Bhopal gas victims. 5 out of 7 yoga centres are being used
for other purposes than yoga and the remaining 2 centers don’t really cater to
gas victims. It is also of great concern that BGTRR has never hired a single Yoga
trainer for these centers as promised by them in their action plan. Photos of
some of these centers are also attached where you can see the waste leftover
from the wedding parties (Annexure 5)




Culpability of BGTRR officials

It was clear from the proposal of BGTRR that they intended to hire Yoga trainers
to make these centers functional. It also states that Yoga will play a role in
medical rehabilitation of Bhopal gas victims. Once the money was sanctioned by
Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers, Govt of India all plans of providing medical
rehabilitation through community based Yoga centers in gas affectred areas
went out of the window. One official who has been involved in this proposal
from the beginning to end is Mr. K.K. Dubey (Joint Secretary, Gho

* 4.88 crore spent on building 7 Yoga centers

* Instead of 36 yoga centers only 7 were built

* No Yoga centre has benfited gas victims

* Yoga doesn’t happen in most of these centers.

* No Yoga trainer has ever been hired as mentioned in the proposal of Govt
of Madhya Pradesh

* 2 Yoga centers is not even buillt in gas affected area

* Most of these Yoga centers have been turned into wedding halls (photos
attached)

* BGTRR continues to transfer Yoga Centers from one department to
another.

* In the last 5 years no Yoga has happened in most of these centers.

| am hopeful that your organisation will investigate this issue and punish the
ones who are found guilty of misappropriate and misutlization of government
funds.

If you have any further questions pls feel free to write: rachnya@gmail.com or
call at 9826167369

Look forward to hearing from you
Thanking You

Sincerely
\ |

Atk \ I ngia

Iigzhna Dhingra

Bhopal Group for Information & Action

44 Sant Kanwar Ram Nagar

Berasia Road, Bhopal, MP 462038,



ANNEXURE 1

GOVERNMENT OF MADHYA PRADESH
BHOPAL GAS TRAGEDY RELIEF &
REHABILITATION DEPARTMENT
BHOPAL

MEMOSANDUM ON PLAN OF ACTIONS

THE RELIEX AND REHABILITATION
oF
BHOPAL GAS TRAGEDY VICTIMS
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ANNEXURE 1


e  Health and various vaccination camps- 36 dropped

¢ Schools in affected wards — 16 Rs. 1.60 Cr.

e Modern dustbins and construction of Rs. 5.00 Cr.
Sulabh Complex

e  Construction of houses for dependents Rs.40.00 Cr.

e  Upgradation of Sewage System of existing Rs. 4.92 Cr

Gas victims colony, Near Union Carbide, Bhopal:
1. Widow Pension

(a)  After gas disaster almost 16,000 deaths have occurred. QOut of all
deaths it was estimated that about 5000 widows are there who needs
financial support for their livelihood. There is great demand from
various NGOs working for Bhopal gas victims to provide Rsﬁn.
to all gas victims widows. Therefore, recurring expenditure of Rs.30.00
crores for this scheme will be required. Moreover, monetary assistance
to 70% disabled gas victims may not be possible at present because of
non availability of actual data.

(b)  Yoga Centre for Gas victims: Looking into the disease pattern of
gas victims there will be great help through Yoga practice. In future this
programme may help in reducing medicine expenditure. The Department
proposed to develop Yoga Centres in all the gas affected wards. So 36
Yoga Centres will be developed where Yoga trainer will be employed.
Construction:

Name of work Plinth Area Rate(/Sq.Ft.) Amount

f=.

Stage-1, Estimate for 5200.00 850.00 Rs.10.20 lacs

Community
Development Centre for
Yoga - Health and
various Vaccination
Camps

* Total Cost for 36 Centre-10.20x36 Rs.3.68 crores
2. Schools in affected wards-16

The Gas Relief and Rehabilitation Department have established 16
primary/middle schools in the different localities of affected wards. It
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"~ Vajpaye Nagar
Non Gas Affected Area



















